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that I c»viT had a tn>iivt»r8at.ion that inUmwtiul mo more. Now, if the Secretary of Slut** had bri»n punctual, and uduuttud Lord Nelson in Uw first quarter of an hour, I should hav« had thu Kama impmsHion of a Ii^ht and trivial character that other people Irnvo liad; but huskily I «aw enough to be satisfied that lict wan really a very auperior man ; hut certainly a more midden and complete inetamorphosiH I never saw,"1
Thin is not llio only record that remains to us of those interesting interviews with Cabinet Ministers, although the most have passed away unnoted. Jt wan in one of them that hit uttured a military opinion, for whoso preservation wo arc indebted to his own mention of it in a private letter; an opinion HO eharmtteristic of his habits of thought, his reasoned motive of action, that, although it has before been quoted, it is fitting to repeat it in his own words and in full.
Whim hi1 reached Kngliuid, the naval situation, as far as then known, was that* Napoleon had tw<*nty-ono French ships-of-thc-lin*! in Hresf., and twenty-eight or nine, French and Spanish, in Fernd ; wbiln (^irnwallis had thirty-five British off Iir«n4. This WUH tho eonditum on tho 15th of August, wlii^ii ,Ni*lm»ti {wrtinl frcwi the llei»t off Unhant. Very noon afti»r IHH arrival in town, iu»\V8 wiw remdvi»<l that Vllhuimivo hutl           in wta fn»i«i tVrrol, and that ('ornwalHs, when iu-
fiiriiiwl «f UH» f.wt, hail divided his lli»ft» with gmat lack of jnilgiiit»iils kiH!pin*4 hiiiiHeif Ht*vunttM*n «ltips to confront the lirt^4t««|iifidr<iiii whilo f4|(hy!i»ii werti si*nt to look for Villonwivo tiii<!t»r IJit* fumtnand c»f Adtturnl Oaldi r. In the public? diflcon-t« lit with fh«* lattt*r? it was not reassuring to know that, at a moment nliiMi *»vi*ry ow's nc*rvi*s wer^ on the rackf hti was iiitruHti»d with tin* always difficult task of eopiug1 with a iitiii'.lt ^itjn*ri«ir fortw. Wlnlti this wtate of t^xtnti^iu^nt prevailinl, \?i Ison falli*il UJKIII flit? Si en t*iry of Stait*, LorcrCaMtlwemgh, «ni th«* IJ.'lil of AugtiM,. ** V*»;4t*»rday," li« wrotti to (Japiain Ki*af H, ** tlin Si'i»rt»tary of Slat*, wlii<4 h it man who hau only «ii Hoiitary day in In* offtw, imdof wmw« known Intt littla of                                      Itnlwd the* Hlsiwt^r^ wiH'« all full of
ih*»                 ti«*i*if Aiid an I am now »H up for a ('tiMJumr,
*iiiil (Ifid               tlii*y will vi*ry           find out 1 uta far from
1 <?itrt«|MiiifIrnri» au<! I Hart*** of John Wllwm (*ioki*r, vol. II |>. *2*I*I. a HP- h-itw                 Pitt.